
Veterans and VA Employees:
Knowing the Difference between  Flu and COVID-19 Vaccines

The Department of Veterans Affairs anticipates that one or more COVID-19 vaccines may be approved for 
use later this year. This document will help you understand the difference between how VA currently 
distributes the flu vaccine and how VA will distribute the COVID-19 vaccine. Please note: The flu vaccine 
does not protect against COVID-19 and the COVID-19 vaccine does not protect against flu.

Flu Vaccine COVID-19 Vaccine

• Specific priority groups initially
• Expanded eligibility as more

vaccine is available

Everyone six months and older is 
eligible

Within VA’s system, Veterans can 
only receive vaccine at VA Medical 
Centers (VAMCs)

Widespread availability through 
VA, Community Care and private 
hospitals, medical offices and 
pharmacies

Annual approval by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 

Awaiting FDA authorization 
through an Emergency Use 
Authorization
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• One or two doses, depending on
the vaccines that are approved

• Up to 28 days apart

• Single dose
• Administered by injection or nasal

spray

VA has enough for all Veterans 
and employees

• Limited supply initially
• In 2021, VA expects to have

enough supply for any Veteran or
staff who wants a COVID-19
vaccine

Types of 
Vaccines

VS

Several types, all are:
• easily stored
• administered as one dose
• given via a routine process

Possibly many types of COVID-19 
vaccines with:
• different schedules
• different storage needs
• different administration
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