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VA to Recognize Volunteers

ALBUQUERQUE – The New Mexico Veterans Affairs Health Care System (NMVAHCS) will host its annual Volunteer Recognition Luncheon on May 20 at the Sheraton Albuquerque Airport Hotel.
  Volunteers will receive local and national awards during that event, recognizing the thousands of hours they have given to serve the state’s veterans.  Approximately, 1,200 NMVAHCS volunteers contributed nearly 117,000 volunteer hours last year, representing a cost savings of more than $2.7 million. 
  This year also marks the 70th anniversary of the VA’s Voluntary Service. As a surprise, during the luncheon, the longest serving NMVAHCS volunteer will be recognized. The heart and soul of VA’s Voluntary Service Program is to encourage community volunteers to support our nation’s veterans at VA hospitals and clinics.  There are many opportunities to serve and help improve veterans’ lives and well-being.  These include volunteers within each hospital to encompass support to staff as needed, and recognizing the patriotism of service to our country that our veterans truly deserve.
  Anyone interested in learning more about becoming a VA volunteer can call (505) 256-2771.
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