[image: image2.wmf]










[image: image1.png]











New Mexico VA Health Care System

Department of Veterans Affairs

Contact:  William Armstrong



                   For Immediate Release
Public Affairs Specialist






Jan. 29, 2013
(505) 256-6495

Community’s Opportunity to Salute Veterans
 ALBUQUERQUE -- Valentine's Day is a great time to say thanks to America's veterans.  You can thank them in person during the National Salute to Veteran Patients, Feb. 11-16 at the Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center in Albuquerque. 

  Citizens, young and old, are once again sending Valentine’s Day cards and letters to VA medical centers across the country, simply addressed “Dear Veteran.”  The cards will be distributed to patients throughout the medical center, as well as VA community based outpatient clinics.

  "National Salute provides New Mexicans an opportunity to visit with our Veterans and show their appreciation” said Sonja Brown, Chief, Voluntary Service and Public Affairs Operations. 

  In past years, visitors during this special week have come from local schools, government agencies, service organizations and military units. We recommend visits on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Individuals or groups wishing to visit with veterans during Salute Week or serve as volunteers should call the Voluntary Service office at (505) 256-2771.   
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