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Veterans’ Oxford House Opening in Albuquerque

ALBUQUERQUE – A new partnership between the New Mexico VA Health Care System (NMVAHCS) and a local nonprofit organization is providing safe, affordable housing for homeless veterans recovering from alcohol or substance abuse.  

  Outreach service representatives of New Mexico Oxford Houses, part of Oxford House, Inc., are working with NMVAHCS social workers through an informal agreement to place the veterans into a northeast Albuquerque home that will eventually house eight residents.  Unlike a typical halfway house in which some services are provided for the resident, the Veterans’ Oxford House places all house responsibilities on the shoulders of its tenants, to include rent, utilities and meals.

  “And they run the house as a small business.  The cardinal rule is pay your rent, because we’re grownups and we’ve got to pay rent,” said Jeff Hunt, an Oxford House Outreach Services Representative.  Hunt added that Oxford House also is different from other organizations because it rents, but does not own property.  Instead of a limited residency for a specified time period, veterans can remain in the home for as long as they wish, provided they remain clean and sober, pay their own rent, and follow other house rules.
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Albuquerque has eight other Oxford Houses, but this will be the first dedicated to veterans. 

  “The VA has been placing veterans in Oxford Houses here for some time,” said Daniel Mintie, an NMVAHCS social worker who works within the Health Care for Homeless Veterans department.  Mintie prescreens patients who may fit well in an Oxford House.

   “And what we realized is that if we could support the creation of a Veterans’ Oxford House that would be principally comprised of veterans, that there would be an added benefit to those veterans of living not only in a recovery community, but in a recovery community with other veterans,” Mintie said.  “It adds a level of camaraderie, which is that cohesiveness amongst the veteran population.”

   Adding the responsibilities of paying a nominal weekly rent instead of simply providing “three hots and a cot” to residents contributes to a faster recovery for veterans, he said.  

  “A veteran who’s experiencing homelessness and is in recovery can, for about $440 a month, have a roof over his head, have his utilities met, and have the support of a veteran recovery community behind him, so I think it’s huge. There’s nothing else like this out there,”  Mintie said.

  The Veterans’ Oxford House is located in a quiet, neighborhood at 9600 Euclid NE.  An investor purchased the home,  and Oxford House representatives recently signed the lease.  City bus transportation is a short walk away.  Living in this stable setting brings out a new behavior in the veteran, said Trace Purlee, an Oxford House outreach services representative.  

  “They learn to become a good neighbor, and they learn good citizen behavior,” Purlee said.  “It’s easier to learn how to be a good neighbor when you’re living in a good neighborhood.  You’re surrounded by people who are keeping up their houses, not playing their music really loud, and they wave at each other.  Veterans know how to live together and are more service-oriented.”

  Mintie’s job is now to educate VA discharge planners to be on the lookout for likely Oxford House candidates.  After being prescreened, the veteran can download an application from the Oxford House web site and apply for residence.  Following an interview, the home’s current 
-MORE-
Oxford House 3-3-3 

residents will then decide whether or not to accept the veteran into their home.  

  “The VA involvement will be to supply the pool of potential candidates and Oxford House takes it from there,” Mintie said.  “Once the veteran house is up and running, people there will continue to access care here at the medical center.  They can come here for medical appointments, mental health appointments, support with finding employment – all of the range of services will be available to them as residents of Oxford House.  Principally, what we’ll be doing is educating the community within the VA and outside the VA about this resource.”

  For more information about the Veterans’ Oxford House, contact Jeff Hunt at (918) 813-9330 or get more information on the web at www.oxfordhouse.org.
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