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[bookmark: _GoBack]Nurse Training Offered for Oncology Certification

ALBUQUERQUE – Registered Nurses throughout New Mexico who are interested in obtaining their credential as “Oncology Certified Nurse” (OCN) are invited to register today for an OCN Review Course on Aug. 5 at the Tamaya Hyatt Regency in Bernalillo, N.M.
  The course will be part of the 8th Annual Southwest Regional Oncology Nursing Symposium which runs Aug. 5-6 at the resort, located at 1300 Tuyuna Trail.  The symposium will be hosted by the Albuquerque Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society (ACONS).
  Janice Schwartz, BSN, RN, OCN, is a Cancer Care Coordinator for the New Mexico Veterans Affairs Health Care System, and also serves as President for ACONS. 
   According to Schwartz, the Oncology Nursing Society aims to promote the profession of oncology nurses through the provision of oncology specific education and encourages nurses to seek certification in oncology.  Certification in oncology, as an Oncology Certified Nurse (OCN), is actually a credential obtained through the Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation (ONCC) and demonstrates a level of competency beyond the regular Registered Nurse licensure.  
  “Testing for the OCN is broad and rigorous, covering all areas of oncology nursing,” Schwartz said.  “It is also one of the only nursing credentials to require retesting every four years.  As the world of oncology changes rapidly with new treatment options every year, retesting remains
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important to ONCC to display continued validation and competency within professional practice worthy of the credential.  The OCN must maintain specialized knowledge to ensure the delivery of appropriate care, which only serves to improve quality of care and patient outcomes.”
  The course will provide eight hours of education by two expert oncology nurses from Dana Farber Cancer Institute and provide attendees with necessary study material, which follows the exam blueprint.  
  Schwartz recognized a low level of OCNs employed within the area healthcare systems and decided to do something about it.  She contacted ONCC and was advised that the Albuquerque area currently had 166 certified nurses.  However, more than 50 percent of those nurses were no longer employed or retired and the average age of the other 50 percent was greater than 52 years old.  She then conducted a survey and found out that most nurses lacked financial resources to purchase the material necessary to prepare for the test, pay the national exam fee, or did not feel prepared to take the exam.  Schwartz approached the ACONS board, which decided to proceed with an educational event.  To date, 40 nurses have signed up for this event, providing Albuquerque with the potential to increase the number of OCN’s providing care to patients living with cancer by 50 percent. 
  To register for the course or for more information, please contact Janice Schwartz at Janice.Schwartz@va.gov.   Participants also may register online at www.acons.vc.ons.org.
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