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Veteran Artists Win National Awards
  

ALBUQUERQUE  –   New Mexico veteran artists recently won a total of four medals for their talents at the national level of the 2016 Veterans Creative Arts Festival.  
  First place entries from the 14th annual Veterans Creative Arts Festival held in February at the Raymond G. Murphy Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Albuquerque recently went on to compete on a national level.  The competition covered the divisions of Music, Visual Arts, Creative Writing, Drama and Dance.  National winners in first, second and third place were awarded gold, silver and bronze medals, respectively.

New Mexico’s National Winners -Visual Arts Medalists (by category):
Woodworking:  Arman Barajas (Santa Fe) 1st place – “Sculpture Stand”
Needlework:  Jennifer Dehorty (Albuquerque) 2nd place – “We the People”
Sculpture:  Jim McManus (Albuquerque) 3rd place – “Finding Middle Earth”
Special Recognition – Physical Disability:  Don Best (Albuquerque) 3rd place – “Shades of the Southwest”

  As a first-place winner, Arman Barajas will be invited to the 2016 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival set for Oct. 12-17 at the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery VA Medical Center, in Jackson, Miss.  The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, presented by the Department of 
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Veterans Affairs and the American Legion Auxiliary, is the culmination of a yearlong, fine arts talent competition involving participants from across the Nation.  
  This year’s competition included more than 5,600 entries, representing 126 VA facilities.  The festival is open to all veterans receiving care at VA medical facilities.
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