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Applications Available for Veterans Creative Arts Festival

ALBUQUERQUE  –   Every veteran has some type of creative gift, whether it is playing a musical instrument, singing, dancing, sculpting, painting or writing poetry.  New Mexico’s veterans are invited to show off their talents in the 11th annual Veterans Creative Arts Festival to be held February 27, 28, and March 1, 2013, at the Raymond G. Murphy Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 1501 San Pedro Dr. SE, Albuquerque.

Main divisions for the festival are Music, Art, Creative Writing, Drama and Dance. Local winners go on to compete at the national level via digital images and videotape. The Visual Arts entries will be on display February 27 and 28 in the Recreation Hall (Building 2), while the Performance Arts competition takes place on March 1 in the Education Auditorium (Building 39). First-place winners from local competition may be invited to the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival Oct. 21-27, 2013, in Reno, Nevada.  

  New Mexico’s 2012 entries marked a milestone in festival history. Veterans of the New Mexico VA Health Care System (NMVAHCS) netted 18 medals in four divisions: Creative Writing (eight medals); Music (two medals); Drama (one medal); and Visual Arts (seven medals).  The Visual Arts medalists placed New Mexico within the top five VA medical centers nationally for that division. Although New Mexico veterans have won medals in Creative Writing before, winning eight medals in this area is not only a first for New Mexico, but it also represents the most medals won in this division by any participating VA medical center this year. 

The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
–MORE-
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and the American Legion Auxiliary, is the culmination of a yearlong, fine arts talent competition involving more than 3,000 participants nationwide. The festival is open to all veterans receiving care at VA medical facilities, including NMVAHCS employees.

For applications or more information about the Visual Arts Division (Fine Arts, Applied Arts and Craft Kits), please call Nan Gile at (505) 265-1711, ext. 2499. Regarding the Performing Arts Divisions of Dance, Drama and Music, please call Liz Apperson at (505) 265-1711, ext. 2487.  Regarding Creative Writing, please call Keena Neal   at (505) 265-1711, ext. 4747. Veterans calling from outside of Albuquerque may call TOLL FREE at 1-800-465-8262, followed by the appropriate extensions. Visit the Creative Arts Festival Website at www.creativeartsfestival.va.gov/ for more information.  
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