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July 7, 2008
VA Hosts 3rd Annual Veterans Gourd Dance Saturday
Gourd Societies, Veterans and Families Welcome
ALBUQUERQUE – Representatives of many American Indian Pueblos and Nations will gather at the Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center campus in Albuquerque for the Third Annual Veterans Gourd Dance on Saturday, July 12, 2008.  The Gourd Dance begins at 10 a.m. and continues through 4 p.m. on the Parade Grounds near the facility’s San Mateo Boulevard entrance.  Gourd Societies, all Veterans, active duty military, family members and the community are invited.  
The Gourd Dance is a powerful healing ceremony where nations get together and share their traditions, wisdom and stories in honor of the warrior.   Thundering drums and native song propel dancers and participants to a spiritual place where warriors are honored and unifying energies are created, projected and shared.    
“American Indian men and women have played vital roles in protecting and preserving our freedoms” said James Gillies, Ph.D., New Mexico VA Health Care System.  “Their contributions to our armed forces have been made throughout our history, from the American Revolution to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.”  Dr. Gillies collaborates with the American Indian Special Emphasis Committee to present the VA Gourd Dance and leads a traditional Talking Circle and sweat lodge on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 1 PM.  The Talking Circle is a very old way of bringing native people together in a quiet, respectful manner for the purpose of teaching, listening, learning, and sharing. The circle can be a very powerful means of touching or bringing some degree of healing to the mind, heart, body, and spirit.  
The Head Gourd Dancer for the 3rd Annual Veterans Gourd Dance is Larry Anderson, Dine, Gallup, NM, Black Creek Gourd Society.  The Master of Ceremonies is Ambrose Yazzie, Dine, Thoreau, NM.  Host Drum is Southern Tribe, Cedric Chavez, Head Singer.  The Zuni Color Guard of Zuni, NM will present the colors.

All veterans, families and gourd societies are welcome and are encouraged to bring lawn chairs and coolers.  Parking is available on the grounds of the medical center.  No solicitors, vendors or campaigners.  This is an alcohol and drug free event taking place on Federal property.  The VA will not be held responsible for any accidents, injuries, loss of property, or short funded travelers.
  
The gourd dance is sponsored by the NMVAHCS Native American Special Emphasis Committee.  
#   #   #
Additional resources:

American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans: Lasting Contributions
http://www1.va.gov/vetdata/docs/aianpaper9-12-06final.doc
NMVAHCS Talking Circle Brochure
http://www.dvs.state.nm.us/pdfs/talkingcircle.pdf 

Courtesy photographs attached (credit: NMVAHCS)
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