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New Mexico Veterans Score Top Honors at National Veterans Creative Arts Festival 
4 Gold Medal Winners in Riverside, CA this week

ALBUQUERQUE - New Mexico veterans are among the most talented nationwide.  This fact was proven again this year as New Mexico veterans won a total of 15 medals for the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival: 9 Gold, 4 Silver and 2 Bronze.  Overall, the New Mexico VA Health Care System placed in the top 5 of VA Medical Centers nationwide.  In the Visual Arts, New Mexico tied for second with San Diego.  New Mexico winners came from Quemado, La Jara, Santa Fe, Grants, the greater Albuquerque area and 1 from eastern Arizona.  4 of New Mexico’s Gold Medal winners were invited to join veterans from across the country at the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, October 20-26, 2008 in Riverside, California.  They join national medal winners from around the country in creative writing, music, dance, drama and visual arts. 
"Creative expression is an important component of healthy living,” said Dr. James B. Peake, Secretary of Veterans Affairs. “This annual Festival shows that real healing goes well beyond our patients’ physical needs.  Creative arts therapy has a key role at VA in rehabilitation and recovery.”

 “Art is a vehicle for self expression, self growth and for a lot of people, self exploration” said Claire Lissance, Craft Care Specialist, Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center.  “The national gold medals are phenomenal, but we find that everyone who participates by creating and displaying their art, reading their poems, presenting their music or dance, feels really good about it.”  

The Creative Arts Festival, presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Help Hospitalized Veterans (HHV) and the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA), is the culmination of a year-long fine arts talent competition involving more than 3,000 participants nationwide.  The Festival is open to all veterans receiving care at VA medical facilities.  It is hosted this year by the VA Loma Linda Healthcare System.  For more information about the national event, contact Kim Byers, public affairs director, at (734) 417-6230.  Additionally, you may log on to the Festival's Web site for more information at: www.creativeartsfestival.va.gov
Local preparations will begin shortly for the 2009 Creative Arts Festival.  All talented veterans who are enrolled in the New Mexico VA Health Care System are encouraged to compete in the 7th annual festival on March 4th and 5th, 2009, in Albuquerque.  Applications will be available after mid-January, 2009. For more information, call Cathy Williams at 505-265-1711 ex: 2469.  Veterans outside the Albuquerque area can call toll free at 1-800-465-8262, ext. 2469
If you are a veteran enrolled in the New Mexico VA Health Care System, you can pick up a craft kit and participate in weekly arts & crafts groups at the Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center.  The Craft Kits are available at no cost in the Recreational Hall, Building 2, 1501 San Pedro SE, Albuquerque, NM.
Congratulations to all New Mexico Veterans who participated in the 2008 Creative Arts Festival and especially to our national winners.  
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