NEW MEXICO VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

Southwest Consortium Predoctoral Psychology Internship (SCPPI) 
Structure of Rotations

The internship year is divided into two six-month semesters, July-December and January-June.  Interns may either have two concurrent rotations during each semester (one rotation on Monday-Tuesday and the other on Thursday-Friday) or they may have one 3-month full time rotation followed by another 3-month full time rotation.  Interns are expected to spend 40 hours per week in training activities.  These include direct patient contact, consultations, supervision, and special internship functions, as announced.  Interns are also granted 4 hours a week of protected research time.  It is expected that interns will attend a weekly intern lunch to facilitate group interaction and cohesion.  Lastly, a three-hour didactic seminar or intern case conference is held weekly. 
Extensive experience with direct-care clinical activities is a fundamental aspect of training.  However, by year's end, interns are also expected to demonstrate the skills and knowledge of broadly trained clinical psychologists.  Thus, data-based program development, research, quality assurance activities, consulting and supervision experiences will be encouraged and supported. 
All interns give formal research presentations during their internship year to demonstrate their research competence.  Additionally, interns participate in group supervision experiences around assessment and psychotherapy (in addition to individual supervision.)
An example of a "typical" intern schedule: 
	Monday 
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 

	Rotation A 
	Rotation A 
	Research Time
Intern Lunch 
Training Seminar 
	Rotation B  
	Rotation B 


