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New Veterans Outpatient Clinic Approved for New Mexico
Peake: Expansion Will Bring Care Closer to Home

WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake today announced plans for a new community-based outpatient clinic to bring the world-class health care of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) closer to home for New Mexico veterans.

"VA continues to make access to care easier through an expanding outpatient system focused not only on primary treatment but also prevention of disease, early detection, and health promotion," Dr. Peake said.

The new clinic, scheduled to be activated over the next 15 months, was approved for the Rio Rancho area.  In the coming months, VA will firm up the exact location, staffing, services to be offered and a timetable for development.

The new New Mexico facility is part of a VA clinic decision involving 44 new clinics around the country that ultimately will increase VA's network of independent and community-based clinics to 782, an increase of more than 100 in five years.

This growth in community clinics has helped VA meet veterans' expectations for prompt, quality service with 98 percent of veterans seen within 30 days of their requests in all types of VA primary care facilities throughout the country.

VA's 21 regional networks develop applications for new clinics in consideration of reducing the distance veterans travel to their nearest VA hospital or clinic, as well as local demand, existing hospital, clinic workload and other factors.
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