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Psychology Practicum Training Program

Raymond G. Murphy VA Hospital

BHCL (116)

1501 San Pedro, S.E.

Albuquerque, NM 87108
The Psychology Practicum Training Program at the New Mexico VA Healthcare System (NMVAHCS) is appropriate for graduate students from APA-accredited Clinical or Counseling doctoral psychology programs.  Interested students will need to contact the Dr. Brian Kersh at brian.kersh@va.gov and submit a CV.   Acceptance is based on interview, availability of training sites, and recommendations from your graduate training program.

Please visit the Southwest Consortium website for more information on rotations and supervisors: http://www.albuquerque.va.gov/careers/Psychology_Training.asp.  Practicum rotations are only available at VA training sites, not other consortium sites.

Most practicum placements require one full day per week.  Students can participate in the practicum setting for one semester, but it is preferable to do a full academic year within a placement.  In addition to the practicum placement, a monthly group supervision & didactics meeting is required.

The following rotation sites are frequently available for practicum students:

1) Homeless Domiciliary. Students in this practicum can gain experience working within one of three different training tracks: Severe Mental Illness, Group Psychotherapy or Assessment.   Groups that have been run by practicum students include DBT skills, CBT, goal-setting, and mindfulness.

2) Outpatient Mental Health Psychotherapy.  Students in this practicum can gain experience in interview-based assessment and treatment planning, couples therapy, group psychotherapy, or individual psychotherapy, including CBT and insight oriented techniques 
3) Psychosocial Pain Management. Students in this practicum can gain experience in the evaluation of the interaction of the physical, psychological, and sociological aspects of chronic pain problems and the development of mind and body integrated approaches to pain management.
4) Psychosocial Rehabilitation and Recovery Center.  Students in this practicum can gain exposure to the way in which psychosocial rehabilitation programs operate in working toward the goal of enriching a client’s life once they have achieved a certain level of stability with respect to their Axis 1 disorder.  Students can observe and participate in the delivery of a variety of skills development groups ranging from basic cooking and communication skills to wellness planning and illness management groups through more advances groups such as non-violent communication skills and applied positive psychology interventions.
5) Psychiatric Triage and Suicide Prevention.  Students in this practicum can gain experience working with our local Suicide Prevention Coordinator in triaging psychiatric emergencies and in doing systems interventions for suicide prevention.

6) Smoking Cessation. Students in this practicum can gain experience with evidence-based treatments for tobacco cessation (e.g., motivational interviewing, CBT, problem-solving); telephone- and/or group-based treatment

7) Assessment on Inpatient Psychiatric Unit. Students in this practicum can gain experience developing basic assessment skills or more advanced personality and psychodiagnostic assessment training, while working with a complex and acute psychiatric inpatient population.


