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NMVAHCS Participating in National Pandemic Flu Exercise June 23-27, 2008
ALBUQUERQUE – The Raymond G. Murphy VA Medical Center is participating in a Department of Veterans Affairs National Pandemic Flu Exercise this week.  All appointments and services at the medical center are continuing on a regular schedule.  

The pandemic flu exercise is designed to provide VA medical centers with an opportunity to assess their individual readiness for an influenza pandemic.  A flu pandemic occurs when a new influenza virus emerges for which people have little or no immunity and for which there is no vaccine.

“We are testing our emergency plan and generating feedback on how to improve it” said Sonja Brown, Chief, Voluntary Services and Public Affairs Operations.  “The exercise also provides an opportunity to encourage the public to learn about the possibility of a pandemic and to prepare accordingly.”  

Adults should know both the magnitude of what can happen during a pandemic outbreak and what actions one can take to help lessen the impact of an influenza pandemic.  PandemicFlu.gov is the Federal Government’s one-stop information center for avian and pandemic flu information.  A checklist for individuals and families from that web site is included with this press release.

The New Mexico Veterans Affairs Health Care System (NMVAHCS) strives to provide the highest quality primary, secondary, and tertiary health care to its beneficiaries through a compassionate, innovative health care system, excellent training and education of health care professionals, and effective use of available resources. The Raymond G. Murphy Veterans Affairs Medical Center is a Level 1 tertiary referral center with a 24-hour Emergency Room. The NMVAHCS is a proud member of Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) 18, located in Mesa, Arizona.

For more information on Pandemic Flu, visit http://www.pandemicflu.gov.  
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